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The Elephant: Educational Animation Film Programme for Schools and Families
Animation has played an important and powerful role in children’s hearts and imagination for a long time now. Yet for a long time we have also been wrong in thinking that all that is drawn and animated can freely become part of a child’s experience. Without guidance, discussion, explanation. The Elephant Educational Animation Film Programme for Schools and Families, whose activities take place the year round and at Animateka festival, wishes to provide children and youth of various ages with an in depth insight into the world of animated images, with careful thought as to content and discussion matter. Unique in its field, the program strives toward an encompassing understanding of this magical medium through film screenings, practical workshops, exhibitions, pedagogical materials for parents and teachers, and other activities. The main goal of our educational animation programme is to stimulate creativity, empathy and a critical approach toward all media contents, to combine different sets of knowledge and skill with life experience. 

It is our common task to carefully select the animated films according to children’s age groups and development, and to offer these in the most understanding form possible. Let’s give the children a chance to discover variety, and an opportunity to recognize quality animation during this action packed week of festival gatherings.

The Elephant Children’s Programme at Animateka 2009

The Elephant comes back for the 2009 International Animated Film festival Animateka with an international competition programme of animated films for children and youth, presented in four school screenings under the heading The Elephant in Competition I – IV. Each of the programmes is adjusted ad intended for different age groups, and the winner will once again be selected by our Children’s Jury, composed of five children, aged 7 to 13. 

In addition to school screenings this year’s Elephant also brings no less than four Family Elephant programmes and othe thematic programme My Body and Me(dia), presented in cooperation with Animafest Zagreb and the New York International Children’s Film Festival (NYICFF), and centred upon issues of growing up, changing and perceiving our own bodies, of self-image during this complex period when we are still children yet also adults. 

The feature-length treat for families in The Family Elephant I is the Finnish Niko & The Way to the Stars (Niko - Lentäjän poika), dubbed in Slovene language and bought for cinematic distribution in Slovenia. The Family Elephant II presents the feature-length puppet animation The Emperor’s Nightingale (Císařův slavík) by world-renowned Czech animator Jiří Trnka and based on the tale by Hans Christian Andersen. The Family Elephant III will bring a retrospective of puppet animation shorts, while The Family Elephant IV will screen the recent jewels produced at animation workshops during the festival, as well as a screening of The Elephant in Competition winning film. 
Because we are preparing to launch a new competition programme of animated films made by children next year, we have already compiled pilots of animated shorts entitled Animations by Children. This presents a prelude to an international symposium on film education, planned for next year’s festival edition. 

For some years The Elephant Children’s Programme has been encouraging children to created animated films and to actively discover the enchanting world of animation through workshops. This year we offer a weekend with a two-hour workshop under the guidance of our mentors and two very special guests, the Spanish artists Anna Solanas and Marc Riba. We have also prepared a novelty, namely a week-long production workshop for children under the mentorship of Belgian authors from studio Camera-etc Delphine Hermans and Louise-Marie Colon, which will take place at Oton Župančič Library in Ljubljana. We are also happy to host a group of Italian children from Udine, who will discover new knowledge of animation under the guidance of animator/puppeteer Brane Solce. 

Together with his Puppet Theatre Papelito Brane will also present a premiere showing of their newest puppet play Žuža The Little Fly in the Kinodvor Café, followed by a short paper puppet workshop for our tiniest audiences. 

We also invite you to visit the displayed set designs, puppets and sketches by Slovenian author Špela Čadež at the International Centre for Graphic Arts MGLC. The exhibition will take us through the characters, background and work process behind her animated masterpieces Mate to Measure (Zasukanec) and Lovesick (Liebeskrank).

This year’s Elephant programme, ranging from magical puppet animation classics to recent topnotch productions, from shorts to feature-length animations, is definitely a new and unique festival achievement, which should not be missed. 
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